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politics talk of progress, meaning a new stretch
of sensation ; its science talks of a restless,
never-ending evolution; its metaphysic has
now begun to talk of the evolution of God
Himself. Because of this insistence on the
doing and the becoming, the Indian seers of
to-day perceive the dangers in the western
world of the tyranny of the material side of
civilisation and the intoxication of power,
" They know not the beauty of completion,"
says Rabindranath. In India the danger
comes from the want of outward activity.
Her thinkers despise the fields of power and
of extension. Their intellect in its attempt
to realise Brahma " works itself stone-dry,"
and their heart, seeking to confine him within
its own outpourings, turns to emotion and
neglects the stern bonds of law and the
discipline of the real. These are the extremes
on either side; for the truer philosophy of the
east, as we find it in the Vedas and the
Upanishads, does not neglect the natural fulfil-
ment of the activity of nature. " Knowledge,
power, and action are of his nature," says the
Upanishads, and again, " By his many-sided
activity, which radiates in all directions, does